be seen that, for the very modest expenditure of £600,000 during the year, investigations on food, clothing, housing, transport, etc., have produced results of general value to the health, happiness and economic well-being of man. It is a sad commentary on the state of civilization that, as a result of national animosities, the Government of a leading State and world power should spend in one year some five hundred times as much on armaments and defence as on potentially productive §!Cientific investigations.
Marble Mantelpieces from Banks's House
BESIDES being for thirty-six years (1821-1857), the home of the Linnean Society, No. 32 Soho Square, London, which was demolished in 1937 (NATURE, 139, 280; 1937) was historically connected with both the Royal Society and the Royal Institution. From 1777 until his death in 1820, it was the town house of Sir Joseph Banks. Traditionally, Council meetings of the Royal Society were held there, and although this has not been confirmed, there can be no doubt that, during Sir Joseph Banks's long presidency, meetings on the business of the Society were held at the President's home. The Royal Institution was founded there at a meeting held under Sir Joseph's chairmanship in March 1799. Before it was demolished, the decorative fittings of the house were sold by auction. Two marble mantelpieces were purchased at the sale and presented by Sir Robert Hadfield, one to the Royal Society and the other to the Royal Institution. That given to the Royal Society is to be placed in the Officers' Room of the Society's apartments in Burlington House in due course. The other, it was reported to the members of the Royal Institution at the General Monthly Meeting on March 7, has now been re-erected in the Library of the Institution. An account of No. 32 Soho Square, and of the mantelpiece at the Royal Institution, which has had a most interesting history, is given on p. 437 of this issue.
The Milk Problem in Great Britain
LIEUT.-COLONEL C. WALEY COHEN, in an article in the February issue of the Nineteenth Centitry and After, surveys and discusses the problem of the milk supply in Great Britain. He points out that the milk supply of England and Wales has been reviewed by no fewer than five Royal Commissions and Committees during the last twenty years, and has been the subject of several departmental orders and of legislation during the same period. All this has rendered the farmers nervous and the public bewildered, with the result that the consumption of liquid milk in Great Britain is low, and the price high, as compared with some other countries. A change has also taken place in the method of distribution and supply, for prior to 1900 supply of liquid milk to the consumer was mainly direct, by 1923 producer-retailers supplied only 40 per cent, and to-day only 20 per cent, of the total requirements, the remainder being bulked, often conveyed long distances, and then distributed. Bulk-ing of liquid milk is the key to many of the difficulties surrounding the milk supply : it gives rise to the major problem of milk-borne diseases, and was the proximate cause of the necessity for, and creation of, the Milk Marketing Board. The Great War also created an impetus to the importation of cream, butter, cheese and other milk products from the Dominions and foreign countries.
BULKING of milk largely increases the danger from milk-borne diseases, for a small addition of infected milk will infect the whole of the milk to which it has been added, amounting, perhaps, to 2,000 gallons or more. This, together with the time that elapses between the milk leaving the producer and reaching the consumer, renders some form of heat treatment necessary. In the case of bulked milks, efficient pasteurization is therefore desirable, and a scientific system of pasteurization should be enforced. The risk of milk-borne disease in rural, and in less congested urban, areas is low, as bulking is rare. Efficient pasteurization in small urban, and in rural, areas is expensive, and would deprive these areas of the reduction of 4d.-6d. per gallon in retail milk price which they now enjoy. The grading of milk, and the accredited scheme, receive some criticism. Colonel Cohen desires the establishment of some better 'concordia' on the medical side between experts, practitioners, medical officers of health, bacteriologists and veterinarians ; on the commercial side between producers, distributors and manufacturers; and generally between all these and administrative officials. Nothing should be done to restrict or discourage the production of milk in Great Britain, for the industry is outstanding in the agricultural economy of the country, and the income from milk and dairy produce forms no less than 28 per cent of the nation's agricultural income. Finally, it is suggested that there is much scope for the establishment of a permanent Milk Commission, with a real administrative competence.
Films and Folk-Lore
IT is remarkable that little use has been made in Great Britain of the cinematograph for recording systematically the survivals, now rapidly diminishing in number, of customs and festivals formerly observed among the people. British anthropologists were not slow to appreciate the possibilities of the cinematograph in field work : and more than thirty years ago the Daniels-Seligman anthropological expedition to New Guinea secured some striking records, as also did the late Sir Baldwin Spencer in the Northern Territory of Australia in an illuminating series of films of native ceremonial dances shown in London in 1914. In the home-field, however, notwithstanding more favourable conditions, this potential auxiliary of scientific study of folk-custom has been sadly neglected, although the commercial film has shown appreciation of the spectacular value of brief episodes of folk-dance and ceremonial for the news-reel. Familiar as these were, the value to the student of the film taken for purposes of scientific record only,
